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FRENCH SUDAN AND THE COLONY OF THE NIGER
These regions, which may be considered together, lie east of
Senegal, and north of the other French colonies already mentioned.
They consist in the main of a somewhat broken plateau of moderate
elevation.    In the south-west,  the mean precipitation is over 40
inches, but it rapidly diminishes towards the north and east, and, at
Timbuktu, is only about 8 inches.    The vegetation ranges from the
rich savanna of the more favoured districts to the acacia thickets
bordering the Sahara.    Considerable areas depend for their fertility
upon the annual floods of the Niger, and schemes for the artificial
irrigation of large areas in the Middle Niger basin are under way,
The population consists, in part, of nomad pastoralists of Hamitic or
mixed Hamitic and negro origin, such as the Tuaregs, the Fulani,
and the so-called * Moors'; and in part of sedentary agriculturists who
are mainly Sudanese negroes.    The latter are the more numerous,
and agriculture is the chief industry of the region; millet, rice, and
maize are all grown to meet the home demand, which is consider-
able, as the population numbers nearly 3,600,000.    The attempts
made to cultivate American cotton have so far proved unsuccessful,
and recourse is now being had to the improvement of indigenous
varieties.    Among other exports are ground-nuts, shea butter, skins,
and rubber.    The pastoral tribes possess large numbers of cattle,
sheep, and goats, some of which they sell in the coast colonies.    The
region, which has an area of 380,000 square miles, is one in which
a certain amount of economic development is possible, and, as the
French have established good government and the population is
industrious, such development will probably take place.
The Colony of the Niger lies east of the region just described and
north of Nigeria. It has an area of about 499,000 square miles and
is largely desert in the north, sparsely populated by Tuaregs and
Fulani. In the south, near the Nigerian frontier, large quantities
of millet are grown by settled peoples such as the Hausa, and cattle
and ground-nuts are exported.
COMMUNICATIONS OF FRENCH WEST AFRICA
Dakar, the chief city of Senegal, is one of the few places on the
west coast of Africa which it has been found possible to convert
into a good port. It is now connected by railway with St. Louis